Nature of Cases to be Referred to Lok Adalat
1. Any case pending before any court.

2. Any dispute which has not been brought before any court and is likely to be filed before the
court.

Provided that any matter relating to an offence not compoundable under the law shall not be
settled in Lok Adalat.

Which Lok Adalat to be Approached

As per section 18(1) of the Act, a Lok Adalat shall have jurisdiction to determine and to arrive at
a compromise or settlement between the parties to a dispute in respect of -

(1) Any case pending before; or

(2) Any matter which is falling within the jurisdiction of, and is not brought before, any court for
which the Lok Adalat is organised. ’

Provided that the Lok Adalat shall have no jurisdiction in respect of matters relating to divorce or
matters relating to an offence not compoundable under any law.

How to Get the Case Referred to the Lok Adalat for Settlement

(A) Case pending before the court.

(B) Any dispute at pre-litigative stage.

The State Legal Services Authority or District Legal Services Authority as the case may be on
receipt of an application from any one of the parties at a pre-litigation stage may refer such
matter to the Lok Adalat for amicable settlement of the dispute for which notice would then be
issued to the other party.

Levels and Composition of Lok Adalats:
At the State Authority Level -

The Member Secretary of the State Legal Services Authority organizing the Lok Adalat would
constitute benches of the Lok Adalat, each bench comprising of a sitting or retired judge of the
High Court or a sitting or retired judicial officer and any one or both of- a member from the legal
profession; a social worker engaged in the uplifiment of the weaker sections and interested in the

implementation of legal services schemes or programmes.

At High Court Level -



